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Bob Valladao honored with Farm Bureau Memorial Award

At the 79th annual Oregon Farm Bureau Annual Meeting in Pendleton, OFB President Barry Bushue honored Bob Valladao of Klamath-Lake County Farm Bureau with a Memorial Award, for having made a significant difference in the Farm Bureau organization and for agriculture during his lifetime. The award was accepted on behalf of Valladao, who passed away on March 2, 2011, by his wife Roberta. 
“Bob was an exceptional Farm Bureau volunteer leader,” said OFB President Barry Bushue. “He is greatly missed.”

Valladao had served as the vice president of Klamath-Lake County Farm Bureau and also on a number of OFB state advisory committees, including the Governmental Affairs, Natural Resources, Livestock, and Land Use Committees. 

An active volunteer leader in Farm Bureau in Oregon since 1986, he advocated for agriculture at the State Legislature, frequently making trips to Salem to testify on bills relating to land use and water issues. He was also a member of the California Farm Bureau for at least 10 years before moving to Oregon.

Engaged in his community and in local agriculture issues impacting the Klamath Basin, Valladao was a 4-H leader for 20 years, an honoree Bonanza FFA alumnus, a member of the Klamath County Republican Central Committee, and the last president of the Klamath Sheep Producers before the organization disbanded.

His wife Roberta continues to serve as chair of the OFB Women’s Advisory Committee and on the OFB Board of Directors. She still operates the family cattle ranch in Bly. 

Valladao was a father to four daughters, and grandfather to three granddaughters.

[PHOTO CAPTION: (Left) Roberta Valladao accepts the OFB Memorial Award in remembrance of her late husband Bob Valladao from (center) OFB President Barry Bushue and (right) OFB Executive Vice President Dave Dillon.]

###

* Note to Editors: “Farm Bureau” is a registered trademark; please capitalize in all cases. 

The state’s largest general farm organization, Oregon Farm Bureau (OFB) is a voluntary, grassroots, nonpartisan, nonprofit organization representing the interests of the state's farmers and ranchers in the public and policymaking arenas. 

First established in Oregon in 1919, Farm Bureau is organized in all 36 counties and has more than 8,000 member families that are professionally engaged in agriculture. Barry Bushue, an east Multnomah County berry and nursery stock producer, is OFB’s 15th president. Bushue also serves as American Farm Bureau Federation vice president. 

