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Ben Christensen honored with Farm Bureau Distinguished Service Award

At the Oregon Farm Bureau Convention in Pendleton, OFB President Barry Bushue presented 96-year-old Ben Christensen of Linn County Farm Bureau with the Distinguished Service Award for his years of invaluable service to Oregon family farming and ranching. 
“Ben’s history in Oregon agriculture spans decades, including as a dedicated Farm Bureau volunteer leader and as a grass seed, Hereford cattle, and sheep producer on his family farm north of Harrisburg,” said OFB President Barry Bushue. 
From the 1940s to 1963, Christensen also managed a tree planting crew from Brookings to Hoquiam. 
After leasing his farm, Christensen continued to work for Lochmead Dairy in Junction City, and later for the Lyle Neuschwander Farm in Harrisburg, where he stayed until he was 94 years old. 

Christensen is a founding board member of the Linn-Lane Soil and Water Conservation District. He holds the record for years of service on the district’s board of directors. With his son’s involvement on the board, the Christensen family has served the organization for more than 65 consecutive years. 

Christensen also has been an active member of the Charity Grange for 64 years, volunteering as chair of all of the organization’s committees at various times. 

Active in his local community, Christensen’s other leadership positions include the Harrisburg School District Budget Committee and the Harrisburg Volunteer Fire Department. 

[PHOTO CAPTION: (Left) OFB President Barry Bushue presents Ben Christensen (right) of Linn County Farm Bureau with the Oregon Farm Bureau Distinguished Service Award.]
###

* Note to Editors: “Farm Bureau” is a registered trademark; please capitalize in all cases. 

The state’s largest general farm organization, Oregon Farm Bureau (OFB) is a voluntary, grassroots, nonpartisan, nonprofit organization representing the interests of the state's farmers and ranchers in the public and policymaking arenas. 

First established in Oregon in 1919, Farm Bureau is organized in all 36 counties and has more than 8,000 member families that are professionally engaged in agriculture. Barry Bushue, an east Multnomah County berry and nursery stock producer, is OFB’s 15th president. Bushue also serves as American Farm Bureau Federation vice president. 
